THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF TECUMSEH

BY-LAW 2003 - 99

Being a by-law to provide for the regulation of
water supply in the Town of Tecumseh

WHEREAS the Municipal Act, S.0. 2001, c.25 provides that the Corporation of a local
municipality may acquire, establish, maintain and operate waterworks;

AND WHEREAS the said Act provides that by-laws may be passed by the Council for the
maintenance and management of the works; and,

AND WHEREAS pursuant to Section 8 of the Municipal Act, S.0. 2001, ¢.25 states that ¢
municipality has the capacity, rights, powers and privileges of a natural person for the purpose
of exercising its authority under this or any other Act.

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF
TECUMSEH ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

PART 1: SHORT TITLE

1.1 The short title of this By-Law is the “Water Use By-Law”.

PART 2: DEFINITIONS

2.1 Inthis By-Law, the following words or expressions shall have the following meanings:

a) "Building" shall mean a structure supplied with water by the Town o:
Tecumseh.
b) "Bulk water user" shall mean any Customer who draws water from a pipe

located at the Town's Bulk Water Stations.

c) "Contractor" shall mean a person, partnership, or corporation who contracts tc
undertake the execution of work commissioned by the Owner or the Town tc
install or maintain mains, service mains, services, hydrants and othe

appurtenances.

d) “Council” shall mean the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the Town o
Tecumseh.

e) "Customer" shall mean any person who enters into a verbal or written contrac

with the Town to take water from the Town or to receive water related services
from the Town.

f) "Developer" shall mean the Owner or party specifically named in :
Development Agreement, Subdivision Agreement or an Site Plan Agreement.
2) "Director of Water" shall mean the Director of Water for the Town of Tecumsel

or the Director of Water's authorized representative.

h) "External use of water" shall mean the use of water for any purpose outside the
walls of any building located at a municipal address.

1) "Main" shall mean every water pipe, except services and portions of private
mains as herein defined, installed on the public road allowance or on any other
land upon which the Town has obtained easements.

1 "Meter" shall mean the water meter supplied and owned by the Town to measure
the quantity of water used by the Customer.

k) "Meter pit" shall mean any exterior chamber or pit approved by the Director o:
Water for the purpose of containing a water meter.
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p)
q)

bb)

cc)

dd)

"Municipal address" shall mean a building or buildings identified by a number.

"Occupant" shall include any lessee, tenant, owner, the agent of a lessee, tenant
or owner, Or any person in possession of a premise.

"Owner" shall include any person who or any firm or corporation that is the
registered Owner of the property under consideration or any agent thereof, a
person entitled to a limited estate in land, a trustee in whom land is vested, a
committee of the estate of a mentally incompetent person, an executor, an
administrator and a guardian.

"Plumbing system" shall mean the system of connected piping, fittings, valves,
equipment, fixtures and appurtenances contained in plumbing that begins, is
located and is connected immediately after the property limit

"Potable water" shall mean water that is fit for human consumption.

"Premise" shall mean any house, tenement, building, lot, or part of a lot, or both,
in, through, or past which water service pipes run.

"Private main" shall mean a pipe connected to a main and installed on private
property and from which more than one service and/or hydrant lateral are
connected.

"Remote read-out unit" shall mean the device installed at a separate location
from the water meter and used to record the consumption reading of the meter.

"Service extension" shall mean the portion of a water service pipe from the
property line to the meter location, or for a fire service to the inside of the
exterior wall of a structure, i.e. an extension of a service stub.

"Service stub" shall mean the portion of a water service pipe from a main to the
property line which will always include one control valve.

"Shut-off valve" shall mean the valve on the water service or private main
owned and used by the Town to shut off or turn on the water supply from the
Town's waterworks distribution system to any premises.

"Single detached residence" shall mean a single dwelling which is freestanding,
separate and detached from other main buildings or main structures, including a
split level dwelling, but does not include a mobile home.

"Subdivider" shall mean the Owner or party specifically named in a Subdivision
Agreement.

"Town" shall mean the Corporation of the Town of Tecumseh.
"Water" shall mean potable water supplied by the Town.

"Water distribution system" shall mean mains with connections to feeder mains,
feeder mains within subdivision lands, private mains, services, fire hydrants, and
shut-off valves and all other appurtenances thereto.

“Water related services” shall include but not be limited to those items set out
under the heading “Miscellaneous Charges”.

"Water service pipe" shall mean the pipe and fittings that convey potable water
from a connection on a main or private main to the meter location, or, for a fire
service, to the inside of the exterior wall of a structure.

"Waterworks" shall mean any works for the collection, production, treatment,
storage, supply and distribution of water, or any part of any such works, but

does not include plumbing to which the Building Code Act, 1997, or any
amendments thereto apply.
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PART 3: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

3.1

3.2

33

34

3.5

3.6

The provisions of this By-law shall be administered by the Town’s By-law
Enforcement Officers or any employee or agent of the Town acting under their
direction.

The By-law Enforcement Officers or any employee or agent of the Town acting under
their direction may enter upon lands and premises at any reasonable time for the
purpose of determining or effecting compliance with any provision of this By-law.

Where the By-law Enforcement Officers or any employee or agent of the Town acting
under their direction finds a violation of any provision of this By-law, the By-law
Enforcement Officer or any employee or agent of the Town acting under their direction
may issue an order to comply with this By-law.

Where a person is in default of an order issued pursuant to this By-law, such matter or
thing may be done by the Town at the person’s expense and the Town may recover the
costs by action or by adding the costs to the tax roll and collecting the costs in the same
manner as taxes.

Every person who contravenes any provision of this By-law is guilty of an offence and
upon conviction thereof is liable to a fine in the maximum amount provided for by the
Provincial Offences Act, R.S.0. 1990, c.P.33, (hereinafter called the “Act”) as may be
amended from time to time.

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3.5 above, every person who contravenes
any provision of this By-law is guilty of an offence and can, at the option of the Town,
be prosecuted pursuant to the provisions of Part 1 of the Act, and upon conviction
thereof is liable to a set fine as determined in accordance with the procedure delineated
in the Act and regulations passed there under.

PART 4: APPLICATION FOR WATER SERVICE ACCOUNT

4.1

4.2

4.3

The Owner or their agent shall apply to the Town to connect to the Town’s water
distribution system before the private side service is installed, and shall pay an account
connection charge at the rates as per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law or on such other
basis as the Director of Water may at any time or from time to time determine.

The connection of the water service will not be scheduled or commenced in any way
until the application and payment have been made.

When an Owner discontinues the use of a water service for water supply to a premise,
the Owner shall pay to the Town a charge as per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law for
disconnecting the meter for such service from the water distribution system.

PART 5: WATER RATES AND CHARGES

5.1

52

53

5.4

Before the initial supply of water or any subsequent reconnection to any premises in
the Town, the Owner shall make application for the same, and the Owner shall be
governed by the requirements of this By-Law.

The water consumed on all premises in the Town shall be charged for as indicated by
the meter on each respective property at rates per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law.

Water meters may be read and accounts be rendered monthly, bi-monthly or on any
other basis at the sole discretion of the Town. The bill shall be deemed to be served
upon the Customer if it is delivered or sent by prepaid mail to the premises supplied.

When an account is not paid by the due date stated on the bill, a late payment charge,
as per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law, will be assessed to the account and, seven N

days after that date, an overdue notice will be sent by mail reminding the Customer of
the outstanding account.
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5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

59

5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

Fourteen (14) days after the overdue notice is mailed and, should the account remain
unpaid, the Director of Water will deliver or cause to be delivered to the service
address a notice of disconnection, advising the Customer that unless payment is
received within 48 hours, service will be disconnected.

When it has been necessary for a notice of disconnection to be delivered as set out in
section 5.5 of this Part, a collection charge shall be applied to the outstanding account.
Where consecutive billings have resulted in the need for such notice of disconnection
to be delivered as described herein, a collection charge shall be applied for each
occurrence. The rates for collection charges are per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law.

If the Customer at any premises omits, neglects or refuses to pay any bill rendered,
whether for water service pipes, meter, service charge or any other monies to which the
Town may be entitled in respect of water services to such premises, the Town may, at
its discretion, shut off or reduce the flow of the water to the premises. Such charges
shall remain a lien on the property where they have been incurred by the Owner of the

property and shall be collected in like manner and with the same priority as municipal
taxes.

Where it has been necessary to discontinue service as a result of non-payment, a
reconnection charge as per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law, shall be levied against
the delinquent account, in addition to the applicable collection charge.

At the time of a change of occupancy, an administrative charge as per the Town’s
“Water Rates” by-law shall be levied by the Town to the new Customer to cover the

cost of administrative work, and the said charge will be included on the first billing to
the new Customer.

When the Owner requests a temporary removal of the water meter from their premises,
for any reason, the meter removal and reinstallation charge, as per the Town’s “Water
Rates” by-law will be applied to their account.

The minimum monthly charge for providing and maintaining water supply to s
property is applicable for every water meter owned and read by the Town. In instances
when the occupant of a premise terminates the account with the Town, subsequent
monthly fixed charges shall be rendered to the Owner of the premises until such time
as a new occupant applies to the Town for the supply of water.

All water service pipes, except those to lands being developed under a Town
development or subdivision agreement wherein the main is installed may be installed
on an actual cost basis at the Owner's expense.

Water used during the construction phase of a building, prior to occupancy, is nof
required to be metered. The Town will recover the cost of this construction water by

applying a construction water charge, per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law to the cosf
of the Owner's water service.

Where a Customer requires a temporary water supply, such Customer shall apply to the
Town for a connection to a fire hydrant. If the connection is approved and an
agreement signed, the Customer shall pay, prior to connection or when billed, the
applicable charge per the Town’s “Water Rates” by-law.

The charge for testing the accuracy of a water meter is as per the Town’s “Water
Rates” by-law and is explained in section 9.18 of Part 9 of this By-Law.

PART 6: SECURITY DEPOSITS

6.1

Whenever an application is made to the Town for a supply of water, the Town may at
its sole discretion, before furnishing such supply, require the Customer to make a
deposit of such sum of money as it may consider advisable. Each such deposit shall be
security for payment for all water passing through the meter of the service in respect to

which such deposit was made until the Customer has notified the Town in writing to
discontinue such service.



