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Foundation Drain 
Disconnection  

& Backwater Valve 
Installation 

Subsidy Program 

The Town of Tecumseh is offering a financial subsidy 

to residents to:  

¶ disconnect foundation drains that are connected to 

the sanitary sewer; and  

¶ install a backwater valve on the internal plumbing 

system in existing homes.   

For further information about this program and how 

to apply, refer to the enclosed information. 
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FOUNDATION DRAIN DISCONNECTION & BACKWATER VALVE INSTALLATION 

SUBSIDY PROGRAM 

The Town of Tecumseh makes improvements annually to the complex system of 

underground pipes, sewers and catch basins. However, these improvements alone cannot 

completely reduce the infiltration of stormwater into the sanitary sewer system. With 

increasingly frequent and severe weather events related to climate change, it is essential 

that residents take appropriate action to reduce infiltration of stormwater into the sanitary 

sewer system on their own  property. 

WHAT IS THE SUBSIDY? 

Foundation Drain Disconnection Program 

The Town of Tecumseh Council approved a Foundation Drain Disconnection Subsidy.  The 

Town is offering a financial subsidy to residents in Tecumseh to disconnect foundation 

drains from the sanitary sewer, up to 50 % of cost, $1,060 maximum.  The Townôs 

Foundation Drain Disconnection subsidy is available retroactively from June 6, 2010. 

Backwater Valve Installation 

The Town of Tecumseh Council approved a Backwater Valve Installation Subsidy.  The 

Town is offering a financial subsidy to residents in Tecumseh to install  backwater valve 

device on the internal plumbing system in existing homes, up to 80 % of cost, $800 

maximum.  

 

The maximum subsidy received by a resident shall not exceed the expenditure by the 

resident for the approved work. 

 

The Subsidy Program does NOT cover the following: 

¶ Replacement of existing sump pump 

¶ Upgrade of existing sump pump 

¶ Addition of another sump pump 

¶ Installation of a sump pump when foundation drains are already separated from the floor 

drain (sanitary sewer). 

¶ Work performed prior to June 6, 2010 or for which a permit cannot be obtained. 
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FOUNDATION DRAIN DISCONNECTION & BACKWATER VALVE INSTALLATION 

SUBSIDY PROGRAM 

WHAT IS THE APPLICATION PROCESS? 

1. APPLICATION 
 

Complete sections óAô and óBô on the Application form (appended to this document).  
Forward the completed Application form to: 

 

Corporation of the Town of Tecumseh 

Public Works & Environmental Services 

917 Lesperance Road 

Tecumseh, ON   N8N 1W9 

 
 

2. APPLICATION REVIEW 

Your application will be screened initially to determine if: 

a. You reside in the Town of Tecumseh. 

b. There are any amounts currently outstanding (i.e. tax arrears) to the Town of 
Tecumseh 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THIS PROGRAM? 

This program is available to homeowners within the municipal boundaries of the Town of 
Tecumseh who do not have back taxes owing to the Town or overdue payments. 

Disputes with respect to qualifying work will be resolved by the Director of Public Works & 

Environmental Services or their designate. 

3. CONTACT / SITE VISIT 

Provided the aforementioned conditions 1 and 2 are met, a Building Inspector will con-
tact you to determine the eligible work for subsidy under this program.  Should there be 
qualifying works that the homeowner will be undertaking then a site visit may be required 
at that time.  The building Inspector will also have the property owner(s) sign the release 
found in Section C of the Application. 

If the Building Inspector approves eligible work under the program, all owners of the 
property will be required to sign the Acknowledgement of Responsibility and Liability 
Waiver. Refer to Section C of the Application. 
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FOUNDATION DRAIN DISCONNECTION & BACKWATER VALVE INSTALLATION 

SUBSIDY PROGRAM 

4. CONTRACTOR QUOTE 

Once the signed Waiver is received by the Building Inspector, you can then proceed to 

obtain two quotes to perform the eligible work. 

You may select the quote you are satisfied with; however, the Town will use the lower of 

the two quotes for calculation of your eligible subsidy amount. 

The contractor must use material and fittings that are approved by the Ontario Building 

Code and Canadian Standards Association (CSA). 

A building/plumbing permit must be obtained within 60 days of receiving Building In-

spector approval to proceed with eligible work under the program. The building/

plumbing permit and an approved final inspection must be obtained for all approved eli-

gible work. 

Please note: 

¶ Subsidies for eligible work are subject to available funding and provided on a first-come, 

first-served basis. 

¶ Subsidies are provided one time only for each eligible installation, per property, and on 

a no-fault basis. 

¶ The subsidy is available only to existing homes, not homes in the planning stages or 

currently under construction. 

¶ The property must have its downspouts already properly disconnected (or the owner 

agrees to have them disconnected as part of this subsidy program) from the Townôs 

storm sewer system, where possible, in order to qualify for a Foundation Drain or Back-

water Valve Subsidy. 

5. HAVE THE WORK PERFORMED 

(It is recommended that you do not pay the contractor in full until the building permit has 

been finalized.) 
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REMIT REQUIRED PAPERWORK TO: 

Corporation of the Town of Tecumseh 

Foundation Drain Disconnection and Backwater Valve Installation Subsidy Program 

Public Works & Environmental Services 

917 Lesperance Road 

Tecumseh, ON    N8N 1W9 

 

FOUNDATION DRAIN DISCONNECTION & BACKWATER VALVE INSTALLATION 

SUBSIDY PROGRAM 

6. RECEIVING THE SUBSIDY 

Following the completion of the work, remit the information detailed below in order that 

the paperwork can be processed and a cheque can be issued for the eligible subsidy 

amount: 

¶ Two quotes received for the eligible work. 

¶ Invoices that show a cost breakdown of all charges, with the total amount paid 

clearly marked as ñPaid in Full.ò 

¶ All documentation must be originals. No photocopies will be accepted. 

¶ Supporting documentation must be received by the Town of Tecumseh within one 

year of the date of completion of the work as listed on your original invoice, unless 

there were insufficient funds to subsidize the work completed in the year applied for. 
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