
Bat Boxes: Helping Bats and People!

Bats need safe, warm places to rest during the day, especially in 
the summer when they’re raising their pups. However, their 
natural roosts like old trees are disappearing due to urban 
development.

Bat boxes provide a solution! They give bats a secure place to 
roost, help them survive, and keep them out of our houses.

Bat Boxes: Why and How 
to Use Them

Why use bat boxes?
• They help keep bats out of homes

and buildings.
• They reduce the chance of

spreading disease by giving bats
safe spaces away from people.

• They provide homes for bats when
natural roosts (like old trees) are
lost.

Where to put bat boxes:
• In open areas where bats are

already looking for places to roost.
• At least 5 metres above the ground.
• On a pole with a predator guard.
• Away from tree branches and other

obstacles.

Tip: Install several boxes close 
together. This gives bats choices for 
different temperatures, which is 
important for mothers raising pups.
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Why are bats important?
Bats play an important role in keeping nature 
healthy and supporting farmers.

They help control insect populations, 
including pests that damage crops and 
forests. 

Studies show that bats save the U.S. farming 
industry over $3 billion every year by eating 
agricultural pests. When bat numbers drop, 
farmers often need to use more insecticides, 
which can harm ecosystems and even affect 
human health. One study found  higher 
human infant mortality rates when bat 
populations were low.

In Ontario, bats are protected by law. In most 
cases it’s illegal to kill, harm, or keep them in 
captivity. 

Bats make great neighbours!

During the spring and summer, keep a lookout 
for bats swooping  around at dusk catching 
insects and helping control insect pests.



Bat Rabies in Ontario
Some bats have rabies
Bat rabies is present at low levels across Ontario.

Stay safe
• Don’t touch bats, even if they look healthy.
• If you’ve touched or been touched by a bat:

• Wash the area thoroughly.
• Contact public health or your doctor right away.

• If you find a bat in a room with a sleeping child, contact
your local public health unit for advice.

• Vaccinate your pets against rabies—it's the law.
• Bat-proof your home.
• Get professional advice from animal control or a

wildlife removal company if you find bats in your home.
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How rabies spreads
• Rabies is spread when saliva or brain/spinal cord tissue from an infected animal enters the

body through:
• a bite or scratch
• contact with a mucous membrane (eyes, nose, or mouth)

• Rabies is not spread from contact with the animal’s fur, blood, urine, or feces.

Important reminder
Any direct contact with a bat should be reported as a potential exposure because bats have 
small, needle-like teeth and claws, bites or scratches can easily go unnoticed.

Human exposure: If you have had direct contact with a bat, report it to 
your Public Health Unit

Re
po

rt
in

g

, doctor or emergency department right away. 

Domestic animal exposure: If you think your pet has had direct 
contact with a bat, call you veterinarian. Veterinarians can get more 
information on our Veterinarian info page on Ontario.ca/rabies.

 Sick or strange-acting bats 
Dead bats Canadian Wildlife Health 

Cooperative (CWHC) 1-866-673-4781 
or cwhc.wildlifesubmissions.org

Live Bats Authorised wildlife rehabilitator at 
ontario.ca/page/find-wildlife-
rehabilitator

Report bat sightings on iNaturalist at www.inaturalist.org
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/public-health-unit-locations
http://www.inaturalist.org/
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/report_and_submit.php
http://www.ontario.ca/page/find-wildlife-rehabilitator
http://www.ontario.ca/page/find-wildlife-rehabilitator
https://www.ontario.ca/page/rabies-information-veterinarians
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